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Why this Survey?

Purpose: To better understand parents’ 
perception on our use of technology at all 
grade levels.
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Response Rate

● About 24% response rate (405 of aprox. 
1,700 families)

● About 1 in 3 of respondents also 
provided narrative comments 
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Our district provides enough information about its 
technology goals.
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Across the 
district, only 40% 
of parents felt 
they received 
enough 
information 
about 
educational 
technology 
goals.



Our district provides enough information about its 
technology goals.
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More polarized responses. Significant difference between elementary and grades 
6-12. Less than ⅓ at elementary felt they knew enough about educational 
technology uses.



I feel technology in the classroom is...

The majority of 
families felt 
tech in the 
classroom was 
important or 
very important.
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I feel technology in the classroom is...

Though the majority of families felt tech in the classroom was important.
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I want my child at this school level to be encouraged 
to use technology at school for school work.

Across the district, 
more than 70% 
agreed or strongly 
agreed students 
should be encouraged 
to use tech for school 
work
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I want my child at this school level to be encouraged 
to use technology at school for school work.

While parents felt older students should use technology for school work, those at 
elementary were less enthused. 9



Other than the school-issued device, my child at 
this grade level has access to a laptop/tablet
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 Exposure to technology and technology instruction 
in school is currently...
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Across the district, about 
half of the families felt 
the amount of exposure 
to tech was “just right” 
but 30% thought it was 
too much. 



I feel the amount of time my child in this school uses 
computing tools for school work/productivity is...

While most felt 
computing tools 
were used the right 
amount for 
academics, 1 in 3 felt 
there was too much 
emphasis.
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Other than for school work, I feel the amount of time my 
child uses computers, phones, tablets, consoles is..

Most felt computing 
tools were too pervasive 
in non-academic life
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The district provides access to appropriate technology tools 
for learning and productivity for my child at this school level.
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Most felt the tools the 
district provided were 
appropriate at all 
levels.



Narrative Responses 

◼ Narrative responses were far less supportive than 
the multiple-choice responses.

◼ About twenty percent (20%) of narrative 
responses expressed support for district 
technology efforts. 

◼ Eighty percent (80%) of comments suggested 
improvements & changes
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Supportive Comments 

◼ “Keeping up with technology will be  critical factor in our 
children's success.”

◼ “I appreciate the school provides iPads because without the 
school-issued iPads because my students would  have 
difficulty getting homework  done on the one laptop my 
family has.”

◼ “Technology is the future, and is a part of our lives. Therefore, 
it needs to be taught in our schools.”
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Four Most Common Criticisms/Suggestions

1. Too much time and emphasis on technology/screen time, at the 
expense of other valued teaching & learning practices (49 Comments)

“Too much dependence on technology, resulting in a lack of interaction between peers 
and teachers..too much instruction is done on devices versus real learning.”

“We need to find the right balance so that children are not addicted to devices and 
understand the importance of skills like writing, listening, and face-to-face 
communication.”

“We should lead the way in this space as a school district that embraces technology, 
but also embraces the research that shows its darker side”

“I don’t mind teachers using IPads for research and on occasion, but it needs to be 
more closely monitored and should not replace actual instruction”
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Most Common Criticisms (Cont’d.)

2. Need for information about technology use and goals, and consistency 
in how tech is being utilized (32 comments)

“I was unable to answer many of the survey questions because I feel in the dark as to 
how much technology is being used at my child’s school”.

“You need specific goals on what you are trying to teach them about technology. These 
kids have all the exposure to technology they need…Soft skills like perseverance, 
integrity, grit, collaboration, critical thinking and risk management are more valuable 
skills.”

“ I feel like I actually have no idea of how much my child uses technology in school.”

““A reason that people complain about technology in the schools is a lack of 
information.  There should be a concise and clear document describing what kinds of 
technology the district has, what it is used for, and what the pros and cons are.”
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Most Common Criticisms (Cont’d.)

3. Students wasting too much school time using technology.(14 
comments)

“Kids spend a lot of their time on IPads doing completely recreational things.  I wish 
more of these sites and apps could be blocked, so that I was more confident that when 
they are on their IPads that they are actually doing schoolwork”

“Many students are using the devices to surf YouTube  or play games during class time.”
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Most Common Criticisms (Cont’d.)

4. Over-emphasis on technology at earlier grades-elementary, and to a 
lesser extent, middle school.(13 comments)

“Using computers at the elementary level during the school day isn’t necessary for 
young students”

“I feel introducing 1:1 at the elementary level is unnecessary…Encouraging devices too 
early may open flood gates, and inhibit other important forms of progress.”
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“So What?”

● Provide more information on technology use and goals to 
parents, and opportunities for feedback.

● Create more balance between technology use and other 
valued teaching & learning practices.

● Continue to provide wide access to technology tools for 
student work, but get clearer on the educational goals of 
technology use.

● Rethink featuring as much technology in the earlier grades.
● Bring heightened attention to non-educational uses of 

technology.
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Next Steps

● Review survey  findings and implications with Technology 
Advisory Board and Administrative Team, and form action 
plans.

● Add several community members to the Technology Advisory 
Board, and/or establish mechanisms for fielding broader 
input into technology planning and implementation.
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